
EcoMerit Email to Minister Eamon Ryan  

 

Minister Eamon Ryan  

minister.ryan@decc.gov.ie 

 

C.C. Anthony O’Grady, Private Secretary to Minister Eamon Ryan 

ministerryan@cloud.gov.ie  

 

9th July 2021 

Dear Minister Ryan, 

Re: Request to address the unintended negative consequences of changes to the  

SEAI ‘COMMUNITIES’ GRANT SCHEME  

Many thanks for your office’s response on 25th May to our submission of 26th April regarding SEAI 

Communities grants and the detrimental effect the requirement to include domestic dwellings has 

on the EcoMerit Community and others. I have forwarded your response on to our membership. 

We are delighted with your assurance that there is no intention to exclude any applicant from the 

Communities grant scheme and we are pleased to know that no decision has been made in relation 

to changes in future scheme requirements.  That being the case, we propose the following actions: 

• Remove the requirement for SEAI Communities grant applications to include domestic 

dwellings. 

• Ensure that no other impediments are introduced which would adversely affect the ability of 

non-domestic Communities to access future grants.   

These actions would have no negative effect on the continued success of the SEAI Communities 

grant scheme relating to domestic premises, which we applaud. They would however have a major 

positive effect on the continued ability of non-domestic Communities such as EcoMerit, and the 

wider business, charitable and educational sectors, to play their full part in meeting Ireland’s Climate 

Action obligations. 

As previously mentioned, the EcoMerit Community has for the last ten years achieved 9% year-on-

year reductions in our GHG emissions at a time when Ireland as a whole has failed to make any 

impact.  We feel that this success story needs to be nurtured and supported and that unnecessary 

hurdles should be removed. 

As previously advised, the requirement to include even one domestic dwelling presents a very 

significant additional difficulty in what is already a difficult and demanding application process. It 

also places all the applicants at huge risk in the event that the householder were to pull out of the 

project. 

As mentioned before we would welcome the opportunity to meet with you and/or your officials to 

discuss this. This would allow us to give a first-hand account from people who have been engaging 

with the scheme every year since its inception in 2012.  

We look forward to hearing from you in due course.   

Yours sincerely, 

mailto:minister.ryan@decc.gov.ie
mailto:ministerryan@cloud.gov.ie


Phil Walker  

Managing Director, EcoMerit Ltd. and EcoMerit Community Oversight Board Member 

Christian Kubernat Technical Director, EcoMerit Ltd. 

Bobby Lambert, Business Development Director, EcoMerit Ltd. 

 

And the EcoMerit Community Oversight Board: 

 

James Hogan B.Sc. (Env. Sci. & Tech).  

Chair of the Board 

Project leader, Clean Technology Centre, Cork Institute of Technology 

Leonard Kelly Post Grad Diploma in Adult Guidance Counselling, BSc Quality Management, BA in 

Counselling and Psychotherapy Board Member 

Camillus Muldowney B.E. PhD CMC FIC MIEI 

Board Member and Independent Consultant, Energy Efficiency Engineer 

Fionnuala Murphy PhD, B.E. Biosystems Engineering 

Board Member and Lecturer at School of Biosystems & Food Engineering, University College Dublin 

Michelle O’Sullivan Masters in Sustainable Development, BA Business Studies & Personnel 

Management 

Board Member and Senior Public Affairs Officer, Cork Chamber 

Seán Aylward MSCSI  MRICS  BCSC Dip SCM, 

Board Member and Retired Shopping Centre Manager, Nutgrove Shopping Centre, Dublin 

Maura Bell 

Board Member and Former Manager Irish National Heritage Park, Wexford  

Sinéad Mitchell B.E. PhD (Industrial Engineering), Member of Engineers Ireland  
Board Member and Lecturer in Engineering at National University of Ireland Galway 


